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WINTER
HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 5:00pm
Weekends & Holidays
12:00pm - 5:00pm
November 11 - CLOSED
December 24 - 8:30am - 12:00pm
December 25 - CLOSED
December 26 - CLOSED
December 31 - 8:30am - 12:00pm
January 1 - CLOSED
February 17 - 12:00pm - 5:00pm
April 10 - CLOSED
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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF BRANDON RIVERBANK INC.

UPDATE 20 YEAR MASTER PLAN
Brandon Riverbank Inc. continues to make progress on the Back to the River Master Plan and the rejuvenation of the
Riverbank Discovery Centre and grounds.
The newest addition to the grounds is an All Nations Sharing Circle, created in cooperation with the Indigenous community.
This area is found to the east of our grounds where there is a fork in the trails leading to the Red Willow Pedestrian bridge
and the Discovery Centre. This is meant to be a place of learning, healing and listening to each other. The space is open
for anyone to use, however to use the fire pit you must book the space through the Riverbank Discovery Centre. We are
delighted with the sharing circle and thank Westoba Credit Union for their sponsorship support.
The first phase in the restoration of the East Wetland Interpretive Pond area is now complete. Many locals and visitors have
been making their way down to the newly-completed boardwalk and improved pathways to enjoy nature in the city! We
are currently selling four-by-6-inch metal engraved plaques for $200 (tax deductible) and installed on the boardwalk or
platform to honour/celebrate a special someone in your life.
Fundraising for the Peter Sawatzky Sculpture Gardens has restarted after a break due to the current health challenges
our community is facing. With the support of the community and corporate partners, we are confident that we can see
this project come to fruition. Peter Sawatzky is a world-renowned bronze sculptor and has chosen the Assiniboine River
Corridor and Brandon Riverbank to be the home of his legacy garden! It will feature a series of walkways which will weave
between gardens and sculptures, creating a trail of discovery. We are fundraising currently for a sculpture similar to the
one at Portage and Main in Winnipeg called The Seal River Crossing. This will be the centerpiece and one of the largest
sculptures in the garden!
We anticipate another part of the master plan to be completed by the early spring
of 2022. This will be a fully accessible kayak and canoe dock to the south of the
Riverbank Discovery Centre. People will be able to rent canoes and kayaks or
use their own for no charge. This will increase recreational opportunities on the
Assiniboine River for our community and visitors alike!
We have made many more additions and improvements both inside the centre and
outside on the grounds. Brandon Riverbank Inc. and Brandon Tourism invite you
to come down and find out more about Brandon while exploring our beautiful
greenspace in the heart of the Assiniboine River Corridor.
We have a lot more exciting plans on the horizon! To learn more please check out
the section on our website titled Master Plan at www.riverbank.mb.ca. There you will
find out more about where we’ve been and where we’re headed. You will also learn
how you can get involved and contribute to the future restoration and development
of the Assiniboine River Corridor. Thank you for your ongoing support!

The River Review is
published bi-annually by
Brandon Riverbank Inc.

PRESIDENT’S Message
Welcome to the fall/
winter edition of the
River Review. It was a
very busy summer at
the Riverbank this year.
Programs were in full
swing and everyone did
a great job. Our grounds
were in the best shape
thanks to employees
responsible for this area.
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A number of
improvements and
Bernie Chrisp, President new installations were
made. These included
the All Nations Sharing Circle, the new donor sign,
and the installation of the new rubber walking
path just to name a few. Please come and visit the
facility as there is lots of souvenirs to be purchased,
and of course, lots of important information on
communities in Westman and other provinces. You
will not be disappointed with your visit.

and wish the staff for the summer good luck as they
pursue further education.
On another note, this will be my last message as
I will be resigning my position in the near future.
I will like to thank all former and current staff
and board members for their dedication and
commitment over the years. It’s been an ultimate
pleasure to have led the organization for a number
of years.

Help when you can,
Be there when you can,
Encourage when you can,
A truly happy life comes from giving
more than you take!
Be humble and kind!

The Canoe/Kayak Cove, which was planned for this
fall, has been postponed until the spring of 2022.
The paths are in excellent shape so please come and
try them out. I know you will enjoy the experience.
Our staff, volunteers, partners and sponsors do have
a great job promoting all of the events happening
at the Riverbank. Thanks you to all!
We would like to take the opportunity to thank

THANK YOU

to those who have already contributed to the Master Plan.
Contact us to add your name to the list!
DISCOVERY GARDENS
• Sylvia Barr
• Marilyn Hoffman
• Ron and Margaret Borotsik
• Alden and Isobel Robertson

PETER SAWATZKY SCULPTURE GARDEN
• Sylvia Barr
• Rachelle Lessy
• Lynne Manns

RED SEAL RIVER CROSSING
• Dr. Kathryn Hyndman and Mr. Dave Ford
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FESTIVAL PARK
• Fusion Credit Union – Stage sponsor
• Shirley Armstrong

EAST WETLAND BOARDWALK COMPLETE
• In memory of Shirley Montgomery
• In memory of Christina Buddick
• In memory of Beverly Buddick
• In memory of Torrence “Buck” Byers
• Sheena Kent
• Sparky Kent
• Macoy Kent
• Beckham Kent
• In memory of Ian B. Murdoch
• In memory of Al Woods

SUPPORTING LOCAL at the Riverbank
FUNDRAISING Efforts

$21,000

Brandon Riverbank Inc. always appreciates
any and all donations, sponsorship and
support from the community. Last year,
we unfortunately were not able to host any
fundraisers due to COVID-19. However, we were
successful in securing donations and sponsorships
that will enable us to continue to proceed with
our 20-year Master Plan as well as various other
improvements that the public will see when they
visit the Riverbank grounds!
This year, we hope to resume many of the
$630
fundraisers we’ve hosted in the past (all events
may be limited depending on the health
situation). We’ve set a target to raise $21,000 in
2021 via the Canada Helps portal, which can be
found at www.canadahelps.org (search Brandon
Riverbank).
There are many opportunities to have a loved one
remembered at the Riverbank. You can have a loved one honoured on
a Riverbank bench, tree or shrub, a meter donation or a plaque on our
new viewing platform and floating boardwalk.
Stay tuned to our social media channels and website for more
information on what you can do to assist us in making the Riverbank
Brandon’s central park! Thank you for your continued support!

GIFT Shop
Brandon Riverbank Inc. and Brandon Tourism are excited to share that
we are working towards bringing our store directly to you from the
comfort of your laptop, smart phone and computer!
Shopify is on the way and is the best ecommerce platform on the
market today!
Please watch for updates on our Facebook and Instagram accounts

@Brandon Riverbank @brandonriverbank
@bdnriverbank
so that you’ll be the first to know when we go live!

RAIN BARREL Fundraiser
This spring we did a rain barrel fundraiser and want to thank each and
everyone who supported us and purchased a rain barrel. We sold close
to 60 rain barrels and the funds will help with the on-going projects
taking place at Brandon Riverbank Inc. We hope all of our rain barrel
purchasers are enjoying the benefits of their new investment!

BIRDING
Brandon’s Riverbank is a definite birders delights, with several migratory
species visiting our beautiful grounds in the Spring and Summer
months. This year was no exception! We partnered with Peavey Mart
who donated feeders and seeds to have a bird feeder stand set up. The
Birds came in all their glory and our visitors has the chance to sit and
watch or had a picnic close by to capture these magnificent species as
they feed and navigate the sky.

PURPLE MARTIN Sanctuary
The year 2021 was an expansion year for the Purple Martin colony at
Riverbank; we added a fourth 12-apartment Northstar castle to increase
our total number of apartments to 48. And, true to predictions, 10 of
the 12 new apartments were used by martins! Our first arriving birds
got back to Brandon on April 26, 2021, a few days behind their average
arrival date, and the last family of young fledged on September 3rd,
by far our latest fledging ever; most of the colony had vacated by midAugust. Anchored by our martin and cliff swallow colonies, Riverbank
Discovery Inc. declared itself the
Swallow Capital of MB in July and we
received no challenges to the title all
summer long! The total number of
young Purple Martins fledged was
182, by far our highest count yet.
Thank you to all our friends of the
martins for regularly visiting and
enjoying this wonderful resource!

MULTIPURPOSE Rental
Riverbank Discovery Centre’s multipurpose room is affordable and a
great room to accommodate you and your next function. To help make
your event the best, and run smoothly we offer a projector, sound, flip
charts, a white board, and pin boards available for you to use. With our
welcoming staff to help assist you as needed. We can also provide coffee
and tea service, and maintain a full list of local caterers available to you.
Our friendly Riverbank staff are always pleased to answer any questions
you may have. For more information about the Discovery Centre’s
multipurpose room, grounds and/or Festival Park, please do not hesitate
to check us out at www.riverbank.mb.ca or to contact us at 204-729-2141.

www.riverbank.mb.ca
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CONNECTING with Nature
NATURE Programming
INTERPRETIVE Programming
Our summer programming began as schedule and was well received by our
swamp campers and their parents. The Covid 19 restrictions were eased giving
us the green light to finalize our plans and to welcome weekly campers who
were excited to have the opportunity to socialize, learn fun and interesting
material and explore nature. We made sure that all public health protocols
were observed to ensure a safe summer for all our participants, families and our
volunteers. This summer our Interpreter was Jalin who did an amazing job with
our programming. She created fun new activities for our campers as the learned
about the environment, explored nature and had lots of fun at Swamp Camp.
Also this summer, our Swamp Campers had the chance to interact with Dave
Barnes. He helps with educating the swamp campers and guests on the Purple
Martin Sanctuary. The Swamp Campers enjoys when Dave comes to visit as he
provides lots of information and lowers the apartments so that they could have a
closer look and get to see inside the birdhouses.

LEARNING from the Land
INDIGENOUS Interpretive Tours
Our Indigenous Interpreter Hailey was back again this summer working on implementing Indigenous
programming from Brandon Riverbank Inc. We had a pilot launch with a few Campers over the summer
and it was a success. The children enjoyed all aspects of it, while learning about the land. Hailey has put in
lots of work to help grow the program. She continued worked on her virtual content, built the social media
platforms, and worked on incorporation language within the programs. We are so happy with how far it has
come and cannot wait to have our officially launch the program Learning from the Land next year.
Stay connected with us on social media, and be sure to pop into the Riverbank Discovery Centre to see our
brochure. Also stay connected with Brandon Riverbank Inc. as we promote and plan for future implementation.
Brandon Indigenous Tourism

@bdnindigenous

bdnindigenous.wixsite.com/tourism

TRY IT Tuesday

MAKE and Take

Brandon Riverbank Inc. embarked
on a new initiative to connect
the community with nature and
stay active. The year 2021 was
particularly challenging due to
the Covid 19 Pandemic and the
health restrictions that were in
place. Most of our events that
were planned had to be cancel or
postponed. Nonetheless, we are
excited as Try It Tuesday is back
on our calendar and will take
place every other month on the
last Tuesday of the month from
4:30 pm until 6:30 pm. It will be
a come and go event as long as
the pandemic does not hinder the
plans. Mark your calendars for
the rest of this year as we hope
to partner with more great local
companies to bring you great
ideas to keep fit and have fun!

We continue to embark on
an initiative that came to life
in 2020 our Make and Take
events. Due to the Covid 19
pandemic and the safety of our
guests, volunteers, instructors
and staff we had to postpone
some of our events we initially
had planned. They are fun
events that bring people to
Brandon Riverbank Inc. to
use their skills to complete
a craft to take home. So far,
we host two, Paint My Paddle
instructed by Kathleen Lagasse
fro Fine Art Studio and Pain
and Sip Night, instructed by
our very own Hailey Davidson
–
Indigenous
Interpreter.
Make sure you continue to
stay connected with our social
media spaces and on our
website to learn more about
upcoming Riverbank Make
and Takes.

October | December
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CELEBRATIONS at Riverbank
MARKET at the Riverbank
CANADA DAY
2021
X

Due to the ongoing Covid19 crisis, we were once again unable to
hold traditional Canada Day celebrations this year. We were able to
put on a great virtual celebration of pre-recorded artists including
“The Incredibly Hip” and many other bands. The family friendly
activities on Canada Day included a scavenger hunt, which was
very popular! Plans are already underway for a huge Canada Day
celebration next July 1st! Stay tuned to our website and social media
for up to date information on all events and activities planned.

NATIONAL INDIGENOUS Peoples Day
Nestled in a crook of the vibrant valley around which Brandon is built, between a hill and the mighty Assiniboine River, the new All Nations
Sharing Circle has already generated interest and seen people gather.
The name for the new feature at the Riverbank Discovery Centre came up in conversation between the centre’s general manager, James
Montgomery, and city councillor and Brandon Urban Aboriginal Peoples’ Council member Kris Desjarlais
Montgomery said he has been thinking about such a space for three years or so. In “Back to the River, Brandon’s Assiniboine River Corridor
Master Plan 2015-2035,” there is a planned Indigenous-led Spirit Park, but that won’t happen for a few years yet. Montgomery wanted
something sooner and on site.
Massive concrete bricks on another part of the property needed to be removed and Montgomery thought to place them around an old
abandoned picnic area. Upon doing some research he came across the Education Garden and the Medicine Wheel Garden in Toronto and the
Water Conservation Garden in Kingston. Out of that came the idea to create the sharing circle.
The sharing circle, a traditional Indigenous practice, offers all participants the opportunity to speak and be heard.
Thanks to sponsor Westoba Credit Union, the idea became reality this summer.
Frank Tacan, the Brandon Friendship Centre’s knowledge keeper, led a blessing ceremony in May, before construction began, during which
he stated he was requesting that good come of the sharing circle — good for all people participating.
For Desjarlais, the sharing circle was an opportunity to dedicate more of Brandon’s public space to Indigenous culture and traditions, but not
for exclusive use by Indigenous people.
“Everyone benefits from sharing circles. Everyone can benefit from a place to share openly, or not share and be active listeners, without
anyone controlling or no hierarchy,” Desjarlais said.
On Tacan’s advice, the Seven Sacred Teachings – Love, Respect, Courage, Honesty, Wisdom, Humility and Truth – figure prominently around
the circle.
*All events are subjected to change due to Covid 19 pandemic. We appreciate your understanding!

@NIPDbdn

@NIPDBdn

brandonfriendshipcentreinc.ca (upcoming events)

www.riverbank.mb.ca
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*All events are subject to change due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We appreciate your cooperation.
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TO STAY UP-TO-DATE WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE RIVERBANK
BE SURE TO FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

@Brandon Riverbank @brandonriverbank

EXPLORE Brandon
This fall, discover Brandon’s history, nature,
and culinary delights – all while having fun
with the whole family. Take in Brandon’s
museums or head for a walk at the Riverbank
or a hike through the Brandon Hills. The city’s
untold stories and hidden gems will leave you
wanting more. Brandon brings you back!

@bdnriverbank

WHAT’S Happenin’…
Hmmm... What to do?
So you’re in the city for a day trip...
What do you do?
We’ve got a long list – but here’s a small glimpse
into what’s possible for you and your family while
in our city.

Package includes:

Install our app!

• One night stay at Days Inn & Suites

Before you arrive, might we suggest you install our app? The Brandon Tourism app is your complete
and up-to-date guide on everything to see and do while in our city – and it’s all in the palm of your
hand. You can bookmark your favourites, all the while enjoying an interactive map that shows every
restaurant, shop and activity in your area. Download on the App Store or get it on Google Play!

• Full hot breakfast
• Family passes to the Brandon General
Museum and Archives, the Daly House,
and the Commonwealth Air Training Plan
Museum
• $100 gift card to T-Birds Lounge ($50 for
food, $50 for bowling/arcades)
• $100 gift card for Benny’s
• Explore the Brandon Riverbank and Brandon
Hills! While you’re at the Riverbank, receive
a free sticker when you present your voucher
inside the Riverbank Discovery Centre
• Price: $297 + taxes
Visit www.travelmanitoba.com and search
‘Must-See Destinations Packages’ to book your
trip today!

Breakfast of champions
Brandon is loaded with great options for your first meal of the day. For today, let’s pick Komfort
Kitchen – which is a staple in the heart of downtown. You won’t regret the decision. Trust me.
Put your walking shoes on
Explore Brandon’s outdoor spaces such as the Brandon Riverbank or Crow’s General Store. Both
are fantastic spots for those looking to go for a walk or to simply enjoy the beauty of nature! Not
only that, the Riverbank is home to the Discovery Centre, which includes Brandon souvenirs, travel
information and so much more, while the General Store at Crow’s is a neat 50s style ice cream shop!
Food is awesome
After some outdoor adventures, it’s time to enjoy more of Brandon’s culinary delights. This time, we
turn to Lady of the Lake, which is well known for its amazing lunch menu.
Experience some history
Who doesn’t love cool planes? Visit the Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum and immerse
yourself in Canada’s unique military history.

RespectNature

Game time
Make your way to T-Birds and rack up tickets
playing a variety of different arcade games and
cash in your winnings for some awesome prizes.
Supper time

Take only pictures,
and leave only footprints!
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End your day with a full stomach at one of
Brandon’s fantastic upscale dining establishments
such as Albert’s Bistro! From moussaka and
spanakopita to souvlaki and tzatziki, Albert’s Bistro
consists of some of the finest authentic cuisine in
Brandon.
Visit www.brandontourism.com and plan your
trip to our city today!!

FUTURE PROJECTS at the Riverbank
DISCOVERY
ASSINIBOINE
GARDENS
COVE
The grounds surrounding the Discovery Centre will
become a horticultural oasis, featuring a variety of
gardens and unique gardening techniques as well
as an arbour for outdoor weddings. Materials from
the de-commissioned Eleanor Kidd Gardens will be
incorporated into the landscape. Discovery Gardens will
be a beautiful showcase of the rich horticultural pride
and history that can be found in Brandon.

Taking advantage of the newly created river inlet south
of the centre, a paddling cove will provide easy access
to the river and a safe place to launch canoes and
kayaks. Enhanced wetlands will provide opportunities
for students and visitors to get up close with a variety
of plants and animals that call the Riverbank home.

PETER SAWATZKY
SCULPTURE
GARDEN

FOSSIL BAY NATURE
PLAYGROUND

World-renowned bronze sculptor Peter Sawatzky has
chosen Brandon’s Assiniboine River Corridor to be the
home of a legacy garden. The Sculpture Garden will
be incorporated into the rolling terrain north and west
of the Discovery Centre featuring a series of braided
walkways which will weave between wildflower
gardens and sculptures creating a trail of discovery and
quiet appreciation of the artist’s talent.

West of Conservation Drive, a one-of-a-kind nature
playground will be created, which will celebrate the
roots of the Assiniboine River. Natural elements such as
driftwood, rocks and water features will be combined
with formal climbing structures, swings and mazes,
creating spaces for families to learn and play together.

www.riverbank.mb.ca
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LEND YOUR SUPPORT
Brandon Riverbank Inc. Donors & Supporters

Here’s a look at the Brandon Riverbank Inc. donors & supporters since the last 2020 edition of the River Review.
(Festival Park sponsors and donors are recognized on Page 2).

Brandon Riverbank Inc. Donations
Metre Donors
Master Plan Donations

Canada Helps Donations complete

• Don & Marilyn Winters (2.5)

• In memory of David Bender
• Protect the Environment Fund
• Keith Privat
• In memory of Jessie McPherson
• In memory of Jessie McPherson

• In memory of Larry J. Bidlake, from
Patricia Bidlake, Jennifer Bidlake
Schroeder, and Geoffrey Bidlake
• Helen & Floyd Harrison
• Harold & Elizabeth Stewart

*All contributions receive a partial tax receipt. Contributions over $1,000 receive named recognition on the sponsored item.

Please contact James at 204-717-8801 to further discuss how you would like to support this initiative or to learn about other giving options. Visit
www.riverbank.mb.ca to learn about other ways you can support Brandon Riverbank Inc. as we pursue our ‘Back to the River’ Master Plan.

✂

✂

GIVING Options

Master Plan Contribute to this special community project today! It’s
a perfect was to buy a unique gift for that “hard to buy for” person on
your list. To discuss a personalized contribution, please contact James
at 204-717-8801.
● $_______________ Master Plan Endowment Plan

Name:
Address:

Festival Park

Phone:
Email:
Name/Inscription for Donation ($100 or more):
Membership

●
●
●

Single Membership $10 annually
Family Membership $20 annually
Lifetime Membership $200

Metre Donor

●

$100 contribution to Riverbank
Endowment Fund

East Wetland Boardwalk “A gathering place, connecting people with
nature.” Come sit and take in several species of birds and mammals
that utilize this scenic and relaxing area. Take part in the amazing
opportunity to invest in watching our inclusive boardwalk wind
through the pond and soak in all that nature has to offer.
To learn more about our boardwalk and our future plans please contact
James at 204-717-8801 or email: info@riverbank.mb.ca.
● $200 Plaque (5 to 8 words)
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Leech Printing 301913

● $250 Shrub grouping
● $500 Tree
● $2,500 Amphitheatre seats

Discovery Gardens
● $_______________
Peter Sawatzky Sculpture Garden
● $_______________ - Please make cheque out to the
Brandon Area Community Foundation and on the note mark
“Peter Sawatzky Fund” and drop it off or mail it to their office
at 2830A Victoria Ave, Suite #2, Brandon, MB R7B 3X1, or
visit www.bacf.ca or call 204-571-0529.
●

Yes! I would like to volunteer for Brandon Riverbank Inc.
in the following area(s):
● Fundraising
● Special Events
● Programs

Make cheques payable to Brandon Riverbank Inc. and return to:
Brandon Riverbank Inc.
Riverbank Discovery Centre
#1-545 Conservation Drive, Brandon, MB R7A 7L8
For online giving options visit
www.riverbank.mb.ca or email: info@riverbank.mb.ca

